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EDITOR’S TABLE. 

The new and handsome octavo entitled “ Three 
Years in the Pacific,” is rather a book to be 
judged of by extracts than a formal notice ; 
though this Journal has trespassed already on 
two of its chapters, we have permission to pre- 
sent to-day the introduction ; it is very happily 
expressed, and will add, we trust, to the feeling of 
anxiety to possess the work now distributed for 
sale among the trade. 


“ Sea-going people, and particularly sailors, for there 
is a distinction to be made between them, derive plea- 
sure from looking at a vessel, whieh landsinen cannot 
comprehend. Next to woman, nothing can fix the ad- 
miring gaze of a thorough-bred seaman, so soon as & 
ship. When he views her from the shore, sitting buoy- 
antly on the water, his eye roves quickly over her side 
from stem to stern, and carefully notes her proportions, 
her paint, the line of her ports and guns, with bright 
tompions reflecting the sun’s rays, her shear, and mo- 
del generally. The next look is aloft. There he scans 
the nice proportion and symmetry of her spars ; if the 
examination be satisfactory, he pronounces her ‘a 
splendid model—clean run and neat aloft,’ mentally 
deciding that she sits on the water like a duck, and 
must be a good sea-boat. If he is to become an inmate 
on board, from that moment he feels a growing affec- 
tion for her, and will not hear her faults mentioned 
without attempting a defence. He speaks her praises 
with delight, and takes as much pleasare in her decora- 
tion, as a city belle possibly can in that of her own per- 
son ;—his ship occupies a place in his mind, only second 
to that of his wife or sweetheart. 

“ Witlout possessing the discriminating eye ofa dar, 
I enjoy, in a high degree, the sight of a fine ship at her 
moorings, and when I first looked upon the F —, 
I felt a ‘yearning towards’ her. Yet this is not that 
wart, adoring sort of love, inspired by woman, but 
rather such attachment as we feel fora favourite dog 
or horse. Though the F be not a perfect speci- 
men of naval architecture, she is looked on favourably 
by those, ‘trained to command and range the various 
sail,’ and her accommodations, beth for officers and 
men, will bear comparison with any sloop-of-war in 
the service. 

“Having prepared every thing for my voyage, in 
June, 1831, 1 found myself on board, waiting only for 
a favourabie wind, I kad parted from my friends. Re- 
collection is still fresh with the conflict betwoen the an- 
ticipation of new scenes and the regret of separation, 
the resvlution Lo part without a sigh, the benedictions 
of parting friends, the gazing after one, the maternal 
blessing and last advice, breathed in tones of affection. 
The words of a mother at such a time are like a warn- 
ing voice from heaven, and, like that vcice, too fre- 
quently disregarded ;—one’s feelings almost bubble up 
at the thought, in spite of all that philosophy may 
teach ! 

“¢Tt is a bitter trial to forsake, 
E’en for a season, in this changeful world, 








“ One morning, while luoking over,the beautiful bay, 
and gazing on the fair city of New York, that seemed 
to rise out of the bosom of the waters, the boatswain 
shouted, in the deep, gruff tone, peculiar to those of his 
office, ‘all kands, up anchor ahoy !’ 

“The first licutenant, the moving spring of the ac- 
tive and ready crew, stood upon the poop, trumpet in 
hand. The officers were called to their respective sta- 
tions; the capstan bars placed and manned; the mes- 
senger passed. Silence reigned ‘ fore and aft.’ The * firs’ 
applied the trumpet to his movth, and in an under tone, 
gave the order, ‘ heave round.’ 

“The ‘ lads’ stepped away to the music of the merry 
fife, and with light hearts, timed ‘ Of she goes’ till the 
anchor was apeak, 

“*High enough,’ eried the second lieutenant, who 
was stationed on the forecastle. 

“* Pall the capstan—unship the bars—lay aloft top- 
men—lower-yard-men in the rigging,’ were the succes. 
sive orders, and at once, the masts appeared like living 
pyramids of nimbly moving seamen. 

** Aloft lower-yard-men,’ and they followed to their 
stations, ‘Close in, you sirs, close in.” The men were 
now seen in the tops, under them, and near the yards, 
ready to spring forward at the next word, which they 
seemed cager to anticipate, for it was necessary to re- 
peat the admonition, ‘ to keep close in,’ to prevent them 
from immediately gaining the ends of the various 
yards, Tae orders were now given in the full tone of 
command. 

“* Trice up—lay out—loose away.’ In a secoed, the 
studding sail booms rose; the sail-ioosers were hang- 
ing over the yards, untying the cords which secured the 
sails in their positions, and the next moment all was 
etili—not a finger moved. 

“* Stand by—are you ready there, fore and aft ?’ ¢ All 
ready, sir,’ replied a midshipman from each of the 
tops. 

“* Let fall—sheet home and hoist away the topsails 
cheerly—with the main, cheerly.’ At tae word, all the 
canvass, which heretofore had been concealee by being 
ueatly folded on tie yards, fell at the same instant into 
beautiful festoons, and the men briskly deseended to 
the deck, The next moment the topsails were hvisting, 
and the fifes playing ‘ The girls we left behind us, as 
the crew marched along the deck with the haulyards, 
keeping time to the music. ° 

“*Tramp the deck, boys, tramp the deck,’ cried the 
second lieutonant in an encouraging tone, and the time 
was marked louder than ever. 

“* High enough with the mizen—belay the mizen 
topsail haulyerds,’ cried the first lieutenant. ‘ Belay 
the mizen topsail haulyards,’ eclioed a midshipman in 
a youthful key, and the botaswain’s mate piped, belay ! 

“«Belay the fore-topseil haulyards—high enough 
with the main—belay the main topsail haulyards,’ suc. 
ceeded pretty rapidiy, attended by the same echoing 
and piping as before. 

* Again the capstan bars were placed, or rather ‘ siip- 
ped,’ and the order given to ‘heave round.’ Thé next 
moment, the * second’ cried‘ high enough.’ 

“*Pall the capstan—unship the burs—forward to 
the cat—move, lads, nove—’ replied the ‘ first’ in the 
fult tone of a manly voice, unaided by iis trumpet. A 
few seconds ouly passed, and the anchor rested, on the 


“*Man the jib haulyards.’ 

“* All manned, Sir,’ replied the ‘ second,’ 

“* Haul taught—hoist away the jib—starboard your 
helm, quarter-master—jump to the braces—starboard 
fore braces—larboard main braces—starboard cro’ jack 
braces, haul in.’ The execution of these orders al- 
most as fast as given, brought the fore-topsail aback 
against the mast, while the ‘after’ yards were full; 
and aided by the jib, her head ‘ paid round,’ and look- 
ed down the stream, Now, the yards were trimmed to 
the wind, and the ship movec gently on her way. 
“The wind drew kindly aft. Sail after sail was 
spread, and studding-sails were set, ‘low and aloft;’ 
thus, under a cloud of canvass, and with a fine breeze, 
the ship swept away with the ease and grace of a sea 
bird. 

“Silence took place of the bustle consequent upon 
getting under way. The sea-officers still remained at 
their stations, while the idlers* were on the poop, ad- 
tniring the scenes we were passing on either hand, or 
conversing with those few friends, who, determined to 
see the last of us, accompanied us down to return in 
the pilot boat. {tis soothing, in after years, to call to 
mind those who thus speed us with still another looa— 
another grasp ;—to what hopes, and fears, and regrets, 
does the word FAREWELL give rise! 

“ The men were standing about the decks, ready to 
seize a rope when ordered. The pilot stood upona 
gun, attentive to the song of the leadsman in the chains, 
us he cried, ‘by the deep nine,’ and narrowly wateb- 
ing the progress of the ship. His words were few, and 
directed to the quarter-master at the wheel, who an- 
swered his orders with precision. ‘ Port,’ said the pilot, 
‘Port. sir, —replicd the quarter master. 

“* Steady,’ said the pilot. 

“* Steady, sir,’ repeated the quarter master. 

“ When we arrived at the Narrows, our prospects of 
getting to sea that day were blasted; the wind sud- 
denly changed, and we were obliged to bring the ship 
to anchor. 

“ Afier spending several days at Staten Island, the 
wind blew fair. Soon the anchor arose from its bed ; 
the sails were again spread, and swelled into beautiful 
curves, that harmonised with the straight lines of our 
spars and rigging ; we moved over the placid surface of 
the bay—the leadsman’s song ceased—our bows nodded 
recognition te the crested wave of the ocean—the pilot 
boarded his little vessel, bearing our last farewell, and 


the skies seemed to meet. The day was in its splen- 
dour, but lighted nothing to us save the expansé of the 
sea. Night came, aud the moon looked over the mighty 
scene, and her light danced over the waves, The stars 
shone brightly and calmly; the breeze vlew mildly, 
Thus, day succeeds day, and the sameness of ship’s 
duty is only relieved by occasionally meeting a sail as 
lonely as ourseives. 

“ There are times, however, when the dark clouds 
hang upon the horizon—the waters darken, and heav- 
ing themselves sullenly, often to a fearful height, burst 
into foam—the scud flies over the heavens—lightning 





’ * Idler is the epithet applied to all officers on board 
of a man-of-war, who do not keep a regular watch; 
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across the waste! The ship, then stripped of her can- 
vass, rises and plunges to the impulse of the waves, and 
the wind moans sadly through the shrouds. ‘Then docs 
man, indeed, in his majosty of mind, appear warring 
with the elements, and bidding defiance to their force. 
The noble bark scems to spurn the angry buffetings of 
the deep, and glides triumphantly over the heaving 
billows, Well tempered enthusiagm swells the bosom 
of the skilful director of this wonderful machine. He 
scans tbe heavens and the wild waste; his voice rises 
above the tempest, and his orders are executed, by 
those whom he guides, as fearlessly as they are given. 
Then follow, the abatement of the winds, the smvoth- 
ing of the sea, the clearing cf the sky, and the re-ap- 
pearance of the sun, Next comes the calm, with its 
never fuiling attendant, ennui; the ship rolls over a 
stil] restless sea, the sails flap against the mast, every 
lace on board is uncomfortable, and every place cheer- 
ess—at length, a gentle breeze, first seen at a distance, 
comes skipping and kissing along the surface, throw- 
ing it into fields of ripple. The sails feel its influence, 
and again we move on our course, with spirits as buoy- 
ant as our ‘gea-girt’ home !” 


The * Passage round Cape Horn,” contains 
very valuable information to sea-faring persons ; 
indeed, the whole work is of so pleasant a cast, 
that we scarcely know which portion most to 
commend. 


The British Association— Fourth Meeting.— 
In the last number of the Journal we gave an 
abridged report of the proceedings of the 
British Association for the first three days. 
This we now continue from the same source. 


“On Wednesday, the 10th, the early morning was 
auspicious, and the sun wag really seen, though not 
altogether as the “glorious Apollo.” He was, how- 
ever, sufficiently visible and bright to enable M. Arago 
to obtain a certificate, on the affidavits of three wit- 
nesses, that there was occasionally such a luminary in 
Scotland, and that he had been fortunate enough to be 
present cn one of these occasions, The same eminent 
foreigner is, it seems, a terrestrial wit, as well as a ce- 
lestial observer. Somebody, during the preceding sea- 
son of perpetual rain, congratulated him on not being 
drowned: “J can swim,” was the playful answer, This 
accomplishment became again necessary in the even- 
ing, and all the next day; but Friday and Saturday 
mace amends by their fineness, and cnabled strangers 
. to explore the numerous beauties of this splendid city 
to advantage, a pleasure which was much enjoyed in 
every direction, from Arthur’s Seat and the Pentlands 
to Corstorphen Hills and Craigleith Quarry, with its 
fossil tree, of which about twenty-four feet are nuw 
uncovered. 

“The animation of Edinburgh increased daily with 
the influx of visiters, till at the close on Saturday, 
nearly 1300 members were inscribed on the rolls of the 
Association, of whom ahout 400 were at least of a 
year’s standing, and about 900 were new aceessions, 
the greater portion perhaps resident in the place, who 
joined merely for the hour, and for the sake of witness- 
ing the exhibition of tie philosophical lions in public 
assemblies, where they were shown off in all their at- 
tributes, geological, botanical, chemical, entomological, 
zoological, mathematical, statistical, mineralogical, 
conchological, ornithological, anatomical, medical, phy- 
sical, psychological, oratorical, &c. &c. 

“The various sections got to work before twelve 
o’glock.” 

The difficulties which oceurred from the 
failure of the bankers, and the overflow of com- 
pany are to be obviated next year, the secretary 
being instructed to devote several weeks to pre- 
liminary prepayations previous to the ensuing 
assembly at Dublin, on the 10th of August, 1834. 
The reporter continues :— 

“ Hearing that Mr. Liston, the celebrated, and justly 
celebrated, surgeon, was to perform some operations 
this furenoon, we went to the theatre of the infirmary; 
and if it were possible. to eay we received delight where 
there was so much of immediate human suffering, we 
would say we were delighted with the scene., The 
firm, cool, grave, and collected manner of this eminent 
ehirurgeon struck us excecdingly. A diseased. finger 





was removed like the paring of a nail; the dreadful 
operation of littiotumy on a boy of five yecrs old, oc- 
cupied about a minute, and a calculus larger than a 
nut was extracted; in a male adult subject, the meta- 
tarsal and larger bone of the foot were cut out with 
surprising skill, and by this most difficult process tlie 
whole limb preserved, instead of a fine young man be- 
ing mained for life by amputation. Other remarkable 
instances need not be told; but the whole, if not grati- 
fying to the sight, was truly gratifying to the reflection 
—the pain was eevere, but it was temporary; the bene- 
fit lasting as existence itself. Among the patients we 
may mention a curious case, fit enough for the section 
of entomology across the street: it was that of a boy 
into whose neck a tick (such as infests animels) had in- 
sinuated its head and shoulders, and there had stuck 
for a fortnight, gorging itself with his blood, and in- 
creasing wonderfully in size, Its posterior extremities 
resembled a large wart. It could readily be removed, 
it was stated, by the application of an essential oil, 
without having recourse to the knife. It affords \us 
pleasure to add that, on enquiry some days after, we 
found that the parties in whose fate we had become so 
much interested were all doing we!l and recovering 
rapidly. So mach for a surgical digression. 

“At the evening assembly, Dr. Lardner delivered a 
lecture on Babbage’s calenlating machine. The rooms 
were crowded to suffocation, and the ladies attentive ; 
but the want of models was felt in the explanations, 
however lucidly given in otber — by the learned 
lecturer. Among the now importations at this tine we 
observed Lord Fitzwilliam, Mrs. Opie, Sir Pultene} 
Malcolm, and David Wiikie. 

“ Thursday, the 11th, was ushered in by a Scotish 
breakfast, given by the College of Physicians to about 
three hundred members of the Association; and the 
only general entertaininent we are aware of which the 
occasion called forth. - 

“In the evening the assembly-room was again more 
than fiiled, and Professor Buckland charmed the wo- 
menkind by a lecture on the antediluvian animals, 
whose remains are now so frequently brought to light 
from their various stony beds, where they have lain for 
thousands of years. This interesting branch of enquiry 
has been particularly happy in being improved by the 
present meeting. The remarks of Mr. Agassiz on 
several specimens corrected old errors, opened new 
views, and brought out remarkable conclusions. Some 
new genera of fish (five, we believe.) were discovered 
in the nodules of Southerlandshire; and the Lothian 
relics, which have led to so much controversy, were 
pretty well determined to belong to fresh-water depo- 
sits. The scales of other fish found on some of the coal 
exhibited by Lord Greenock, and which had hardly if 
at all been distinguished from vegetable remains, also 
enabled this intelligent foreigner to pronounce with 
decision upon the species of formation. 

‘“ Friday, 12th. The sections met as usual; and the 

eological and physical also in sub-sections: to the 
former of which geography had been assigned, and to 
the latter mechanics. This day ladies were introduced 
into the section-rooms,—a practice to be deprecated in 
every respect, as utterly inconsistent with the scientific 
pursuits of the Association, and subversive of the pur- 
poses for which it has been instituted. The sections 
are for actual business, and nething else; and that bu- 
siness cannot be carried on with either effect or pro- 
priety in the presence of the other sex. Such investi- 
gations as those of Dr. Graham in botany, when de- 
monstrating the peculiarities of two new families of 
plants, and such as continually occur where compara- 
live anatomy is required to resolve ditficult questions, 
must of necessity be stopped the moment ladies are 
brought to the discussions, The gallantry which in- 
duced this departure from right order had far better be 
reserved for the evening and more general meeting ; 
when care shculd be taken, in the first place, to accom. 
modate these brightest ornaments of all societies; and, 
in the second, to produce such matters as will afford 
them rational amusement and instrection. Edin- 
burgh was very defective in these essentials. The 
rooms displayed a very mixed: company, certainly not 
altogether connected with the members of the Associa- 
tion, but admitted through Jocal favouritism; and the 
annoyance of Leat ard effluvia would have been thought 
insufferable in a savage wigwam. 

“When Wie fair dames were flocking into the geolo- 
gical section, one of the doors was ordered to be closed, 
aad thus as Milton says, was— 


‘Knowledge at one entrance quite shut out,’ 
to the considerable inconvenience of the members.. 





“ The evening assembly presented the same aspect as 
before: the thermometer about 95°, and the olfactory 
nerves kept in a painful condition. In the gallery the 
emanations were by no means insensible. Mr. Whe- 
well delivered a lecture on tides; but as the observa. 
tions made since last year, though important, have not 
yet heen calculated, we have nothing to state on the 
subject. Mr. Sedgwick succeeded his brother Cantab, 
and addressed the audience in a wind-np speech, in 
which, as in duty bound, he lauded Edinburgh, praised 
its hospitaljty, eulogised its fair, and, in conclusion, 
panegyrised science and such meetings as the present, 
as teaching the best lessons of religion, and elevating 
their votaries to the adoration of the great First Cause 
and Author of Nature. 

“Saturday, 13th. As the close of the meeting could 
hardly be said to take place till Monday, we shall this 
week describe the transactions of Saturday very brietly. 
Indeed they do not Lelong to science abstractedly, and 
though they honour it, we are desirous of devoting 
some part of this number to a portion of such details as 
our philosophical and continental readers, in particular, 
must wish to have laid before them. 

“In the forenoon the freedom of the city of Edin- 
burgh was conferred on Sir T. M. Brisbane the Presi- 
dent, M. Arago, Mr. Moll, Mr. Dalton, and the great 
botanist, Brown. 

“In the council or gencral cominittee, it was de- 
cided, aficr considerable discussion, that the inceting 
should beat Dublin next year,-at the timo we have 
stated; Dr. Lioyd, President, and Lord Oxmantown 
and Mr. Whewell, Vice Presidents. Liverpool” and 
Bristol sent in invitations,but were properly postponed 
to the capital of the sister kingdom, and the seat of a 
rising university. . 

“ By two oelock there was a rush to get into the 
library, where the concluding meeting was to be held 
at three. : 

“ This may be termed the laudatory or buttering day. 
Many motions were moved, and many speeches made, 
to which we may refer hereafier; but at present we 
must content ourselves with noticing, that the lord 
chancellor, in seconding a resolution, delivered a con- 
cise speech, of which the Edinburgh journals furnish 
the subjoined note:— After apologising for not sooner 
appearing at the meetings of the Association, which he 
said was attributable to accident, he remarked that he 
understood he owed the honour of seconding the mo- 
tion of his reverend and learned friend (Mr. Sedgwick) 
to the circumstance—one of the proudest of his life— 
that he was a member of the National Institute of 
France. It had been often remarked that war was a 
gams at which, if the people were wise, governments 
would nct often play; and he might add, that in en- 
couraging and fostering the exertions of men of science, 
who were of no party, and over whom the angry tem- 
pests of war passed innocuous, a government was taking 
the best means to facilitate that which ought ever to be 
their chief aim—pesce on earth, and good-will among 
men. He might remark also, that as, among indi- 
viduals, the older they grew, the more sensible they 
became that life was too short to be epent in personal 
quarrels, so he was happy to say that the world was 
now tov old, and too experienced, for neighbouring 
states to engage in war with little or no ground of 
quarrel, A great part of this softening influence was 
to be attiibuted to science, which formed a bond of 
brotherhood between learned men of all countries, It 
was, therefore, on scientific principles, and on the 
principles of an enlightened philanthropy, that he cor- 
dially seconded the motion of his reverend friend.’ ” 


At the conclusion, Sir T. Brisbane dismissed 
the meeting in a speech, in which he said that 
M. Arago had instructed him to convey his 
own willingness and that of the Institute of 
France,’ to co-operate with the labours of the 
Association. What may not be accomplished 
by such combination of talents? He concluded 
by adjourning the Society to meet in Dublin as. 
before stated. 

The real business of the “ sections,’’ or com- 
mittees, forms rather a.dry detail. Mr. Boase, 


Mr. Greenough, Mr. Lyell, and Professor Phjl- 
lips, Pr. Buckland and others, read papers on 
geology, but no particulars’are yet made public.. 
Professor Rogers of Philadelphia, well esteem- 
ed here as a lecturer on the popular science of 





Geology, contributed a paper on the Geology of 
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North America, accompanied by illustrative 
Mr. Lyell expressed the high opinion 
he entertained of the labours and theoretical 


maps. 


views of Professor Rogers, and said :— 


“ As it appears that a very small number of the fossils 
of North America agree specifically with those of Eu- 
rope, he coincided with the author, that the only ap- 
proximation which could, at present, be attempted 
towafds ascertaining the relative age of the trtiary 
groups of the two continents, was that to be derived 
from a comparison of the relative proportion of recetit 
_ to extinct shells. At the same time, he fully concurred 
with Dr. Rogers in the opinion, that such a comparison 
ought not to be insisted upon as affording any positive 
test of exact contemporaneous deposition, since the rate 
of change in species could not be assumed to have been 
always equal, especially in remote regions, during equal 


periods of time.” 


> 


The papers read on natural history subjects 
are enumerated, but a repetition of their titles 
here would afford little satisfaction; we there- 
fore pass them by; the same remarks apply to 
the other topics, unless we may venture to 


quote the following particulars :— 


“ Dr. Traill announced that fossil fishes, brought by 
him from Orkney, had been this morning carefully ex- 


amined by M. Agassiz, who recognised eight species, 
of which no fewer than five were quite new to him, and 
he conceived that these belonged to five genera of which 


three were hitherto unknown! 


“Lieutenant Allan, the fellow-traveller of Lander, 
exhibited some of his admirable panoramic views of the 
[We should observe, that this 
enterprising officer and able draughtsman was re- 
strained from doing more than merely gratifying the 
curiosity of the section with a view of these drawings 
—his engagement with the owners of the expedition 
preventing him from supplying any intelligence con- 


scenery of the Niger. 


cerning it.] 

“In the statistical section we may state that consi- 
derable discussion took place on the subject of Sunday- 
schools, Perhaps some member of the Association had 


not been born at a time to benefit by such education as 


they afford; for there was a placard upon the library 
door, advertising ‘ The gentleman’ who had abstracted 
a brown silk umbrella, that he might have the case on 
applying to the doorkeeper, as it might be useful to 


him, and was no lounger of any use to the late owner of 


the umbrella. 
“Lord Fitzwilliam, at one meeting of the section, 
proposed to ascertain the quantity of stock and farm- 


ing utensils possessed by each farmer, and tie average 


of capital applied to the cultivation of land. M. Que- 
telet also advised the application of mathematics to the 
theory of population. 

“The following will give some idea of the proceedings: 

“ Papers for the Chemical Section, Thursday, 11th.— 
Ist, Notices on the preseuee of sulphur in bar iron, by 
Mr. West. 
iron furnaces, by Mr. Harcourt. 


a vapour sovirit-lamp, by Mr. Trevelyan. Sth, On the 
amount of carbonic acid in the atmosphere, by Henry 
H. Watson. 6th, Chemical notices, by M. Van der 
Foorn. 


“Order of Business.—Ist, Rev. W. V. Harcourt, on 
the deposits under the Yorkshire iron furnaces. 2d, 
Professor Clarke, on tho use of hot air in the manufac- 
ture of cast iron. 
water on lead, with practical applications. 4th, Mr. 
Graham on the constitution of certain hydrated salts, 
with observations on the doctrine of isomerism, 5th, 
Mr. Kemp on the lignefaction of gases. 6th, Mr. Ste- 
velly on applying a vernin to Wollaston’s scale of che- 
mical equivalents. 7th, Mr. H. H. Watson on Sir Jobn 
Leslie’s hygrotneter. 8th, Mr. Lowe, demonstration of 
some interesting products obtained by long-continued 
heat in gas works. 

“ Of the transactions in the physical and mathemati- 
eal section the list of the business for one day, as affixed 
upon tie dor, will also afford a fuir example. 

“ Order of Business, Friday, \2th.—Sir David Brew- 
ster on the action of disintegrated surfaces on light. Dr. 
Knight on the vibrations of heated metals. Mr. Russelt, 
notice of an anomalous fact in hydrodynamics. Pro- 
fessor Forbes on a compression barometer. Mr. Graves, 
temarks on the theory of experimental functions. Mr. 
Sang on lines of the third order. Mr. Sang, property 


2d, On the deposits under the Yorkshire 
3d, On a notation for 
the haloid compounds, by Mr. Johnston. 4th, Notice of 


3d, Dr. Christison, on the action of 


of successive integer numbers. Rev. Dr. Robinson, on 
the visibility uf the moon ir total eclipses. Mr. Hodg- 
kinson, on collision. Mr. Williams, on the production of 
sound. Mr. Adie, on the state of the weather, drawn 
from a register of ten years in Ecinburgh. Mr. Camp- 
be, on the antilunar tide. Mr. Dick, on correction of 
colour in telescopes, 

“On Monday the astronomers met, and the site of 
the Edinburgh Observatory was discussed. That on 
the Calton Hill is repudiated for scientific purposes; but 
the ultimate arrangements cannot be settled till govern- 
ment is consulted. No doubt, another observatory will 
be erected in a fit-situation ; and the old one turned to 
other purposes. 

“In conclusion, for the present week, we have only 
to express our extreme surprise, and we may add regret, 
that no professor of the University of Edinburgh con- 
tributed (as far as we ascertained) a single paper to the 
science of this meeting in their own seat of learning 
and instruction. Had they nothing to communicate, 
or did idleness induce them to Jeave the field to a few 
English and Irish professors? Edinburgh was once, 
and not long ago, one of the chief and most admired of 
public seminaries. Surely her elect ought to have shone 
on such an occasion as this, nor left us to wonder and 
exclaim, 


“ «How are the mighty fallen!” 


The next Literary Gazette may contain fur- 
ther particulars of interest, and if so, they 
shall be inserted. 


The United States Medical and Surgical 
Journal.—This is the title of a new work, com- 
menced in the city of New York on the Ist of 
September, and to be continued monthly. We 
have carefully perused the two numbers that 
have already appeared, and are much pleased 
with their general plan and varied contents. 
The articles are judiciously selected, and well 
calculated to convey practical information; at 
the same time that they are divested of the pro- 
lixity that unfortunately characterises much of 
the medical literature of the present day. We 
gladly recommend the work to the patronage of 
the profession. ‘The publishers are Bliss, 
Wadsworth & Co. 

The Cruise of the Midge.—We have more of 
the Cruise of the Midge, which will be given as 
soon as possible. 

The Tlascalans, so often mentioned in Dr. 
Bird’s novel, Calavar, were the inhabitants of 
Tlascala, a province of North America, in the 
government of Mexico. They were originally 
allies of Cortes, who obtained a grant of the 
province from Charles VI. King of Spain, by 
which it was exempt from any duty or service 
whatsoever to that crown, only by paying the 
King of Spain a handful of maize for each head, 
as an scknowledgment; which inconsiderable 
portions were said, upwards of fifty years ago, 
to make 13,000 bushels. ‘This province pro- 
duces great quantities of Indian corn; hence it 
had the name Tlascala, or the land of bread. 
As regards Calavar, we have no fears that the 
public opinion will not sanction the high eulo- 
giums passed upon it. 

Great praise is justly bestowed on the recent 
performances of the Philharmonic Society, at 
the Musical Fund Hall. We trust their scheme 
of improving the city taste will succeed, and 
that many new members will be added. 

Induced by the comments on Dacre, a new 
English novel, in the Edinburgh Review, we 
toiled through it with a hope .it might answer 
for publication, but found it as a whole of very 
indifferent character; small portions, and among 
them those extracted by the reviewer, are tole- 
rably agreeable, but the sojourn in Rome, and 
its accompaniments is a palpabte failure. 

It is stated in the New York Medical and 








|Surgical Journal, that Noah Webster is prepar- 


ing a revised edition of his History of Coata- 
gious Diseases, to be published in one octavo 
volume. 


The indefatigable and learned Dr. Bowditch 
has just issued the third volume of his translation 
of La Place’s Méchanique Céleste, at Boston. 
It.is a labour highly creditable not only to Dr. 
Bowditch, but to America, the accurate and suc- 
cessful accomplishmert of which, may be re- 
garded as evidence of patience and knowledge 
possessed by few. We are gratified to state that 
though no reward is received by the translator, 
(on the contrary an expense is incurred from 
his own funds,) there is yet a demand for so pro- 
found a work; we recently saw nine copies 
packing up in this city for the westerh states. 
The price is about eight dollars per volume ; 
every university, college, and good library in the 
country is incomplete without this work. 


Carey & Hart have in press, a popular book, 
“The Beauties of the Court of King Charles 
the Second,” written by Mrs. Jameson, whose 
father had been employed by the Princess Char- 
lotte to paint cabinet pictures of these too cele- . 
biated ladies; the princess died before they 
were completed, and the consequence was they 
were never paid for. The circumstances of the 
family required some use should be made of the 
paintings to produce a remuneration, and Mrs. 
Jameson undertook the delicate task of the let- 
ter press, the portraits being engraved in the 
highest style of art. The London copy costs 
about $35; the American edition will be an 
octavo without the portraits. Before it is pub- 
lished, we shall afford our readers a taste of its 
quality ; Nell Gwynn, the Duchess of Hamilton, 
and so forth, are not unknown characters in his 
tory. Mrs. J. has execufed her department in 
a remarkably graceful manner. 

Henri Quatre is giving great satisfaction ; 
among modern historical novels of the Scott 
schoo! it has féw superiors ; some of the scenes 
are peculiarly happy, and being natural they 
affect the mind as a suecession of vivid pic- 
tures where there is no glare but all is a soften- 
ed glow. The work shows great research, and 
we feel much curiosity, as yet ungratified, to 
know the author’s name. For the information 
of the reader, it is thought proper to state here, 
that the conclusion will be found in the ensuing 
number of the * Library.” 


Life of Hannah More.—As in duty bound, 
we have carefully examined the two beautiful 
volumes, together of almost a thousand pages, 
of the life of Hannah More, to ascertain if its 
character given in our Jousnal three weeks since 
from the London Literary Gazette was correct. 
We are happy t6 endorse its unmingled etlogium 
as regards the first volume, which in literary gos- 
sip, and pleasant small talk respecting people of 
the Johnsonian era, is delightful. As the author 
of Coelebs, &c. grew older, however, her mind 
assumed a decidedly religious cast, and the 
second volume has a distinct character of its 
own, into which this bias is strongly infused. It 
may readily be presumed, that many a supercili- 
ous “ fashionable” will turn up his nose at the 
mention of Hannah More, “ my Holy Hannah,’” 
2s Horace Walpole calls her in their agreeable 
correspondence, and that they have already cast 
upon her the imputation of fanaticism ; in this 
they are wofully mistaken ; she was religious, 
most truly so, but there was no fanaticism about 
her, in proof of which remark her general cor- 
respondence may be referred to as affording a 
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sufficient defence against a charge so malicious 
as well as groundless. She corresponded with 
Garrick, Wilberforce, Walpole, Mrs. Montague, 
Mrs. Boscawen, &c. &c. and associated inti- 
mately with Dr. Johnson, Mrs. Barbauld, and 
“ the Coterie.”’ We do not find all Horace Wal- 
pole’s delightful letters to her in this edition, but 
we see a thousand sparkling gems of wit, and 
thank our friends, the Harpers, for affording a 
treat of which we mean to speak more at large 
when space permits, At present we have only 
room to say, it is a book of great and permanent 
value, and that every reader of taste will esteem 
it far above its small cost. 

The Black Death—Our London agent has 
sent us; as a very remarkable book, wliich it 
truly is, Professor Hecker’s account of the Black 
Death in the fourteenth century. It has excited 
much attention from its attempt to prove that 
awful scourge, by which twenty-five millions of 
the human race were destroyed in a very short 
period, to have been the cholera! Independent of 
any theory of the author, the facts collected are 
most extraordinary, and peculiarly interesting at 
the present time ; the work also contains a va- 
luable history of the Flagellants, in a duodecimo 
of 200 pages, costing two dollars in London ; it 
would occupy about seven pages of the Library 
at a cost of three or four cents, and most pro- 
bably will be found in our next number ; it is 
written in a popular style adapted to the general 
reader, while at the same time it is calculated 
to command the attention of physicians. 


The list of new American publications was 
rendered incomplete last week by accident; it 
now contains the works then omitted. 


A new volume from the pen of Judge Hall, is 
now in press in Philadelphia, consisting of tales 
and sketches, entitled “ Tales of the Border.” 


Thomas Say.—We have to-day the melan- 
choly task of recording the death of ‘lhomas 
Say, the eminent naturalist, on the 10th uf Oc- 
tober, at New Harmony, Indiana. This gentle- 
man was indefatigable in the pursuit of his fa- 
vourite study ; he was an honour to the country, 
being pethaps better appreciated abroad than at 
home ; he has left shis valuable publication on 
American Conchology unfinished. 


The Nouvellettes of a Traveller, published 
last week by the Harpers, is not very credit- 
able to their press. Professor Nott has done 
himself an irreparable injury by their publica- 
tion—the life of Singularity in particular; and 
we should suppose he has not thereby benefited 
his college at.Columbia. 


William Blackwood, the proprietor and pub- 
lisher of Blackwood’s Magazine, died recently 
at Edinburgh. 


The Messrs. Harpers annnounce for speedy 
publication a uniform edition of Hannah More’s 
works. 


Easton’s Eulogium on Lafayette.—This neat 
pamphlet, containing an eulogium on Lafayette, 
delivered on the 15th of September at Wash. 
ington, D. C. by William C. Easton, is credita- 
ble to the author, and shall form a part of a se- 
ries on the same subject, collected for a public 
institution in this city, there to be transmitted 
to posterity. 

—>_—- 

Fine Writing —One night last week a stage-coach 
toek fire on the road to Exeter. In a provincial paper 
it is. stated, that the accident occurred “in consequence 
of a fumigatory passevger dropping his igneous appa- 
ratus. 


VARIETIES. 

Zincography.—Lithography, it is said, is likely to be 
superseded, at least in a degree, by the invention of an 
ingenious Frenchman, M. Breugnot, who has succeeded 
im preparing a composition of metal, whose basig is 
zinc, upon which drawing and writing can be effected 
with equal, if not with greater facility than npon stone, 
und from which impressions can be as easily obtained. 
This new art has several advantages over lithography, 
amongst others the cheapness and portability of the 
plates as compared with stone. They can even be 
adapted to a lady’s portfolio ; and may be made of any 
thickness and size—a great desideratum in lithography. 

A professor of the University of Paris is now tra- 
velling through France in order to make a report of 
the system of teaching the living languages, and the 
extent to which they are taught. 

Looks are the food of the mind, and are as necessary 
to a sound state of the intellect as food is to the vigour 
of the body. A man who never reads, can think to 
very little purpose, and he who thinks well, will always 
desire to read. 

Dr. Jamieson says, in calm weather, he heard every 
word of a sermon at the distance of two miles. 

Melody belongs to the imagination, and not to 
science; it is the gitt of rude invention, and, like feeling 
and sentiment, belongs to nature.. But harmony is a 
work of art, and, in combining simu!taneous sounds, 
jhe intellectual enjoyment of a succession of proper 
chords, only tv be felt by the instructed. 

At the Spalding Bible Association Meeting, a calcu- 
lation had been verified reepecting the relative efforts of 
gentlemen and ladies as collectors of subscriptions, when 
it was ascertained that one lady is worth thirleen genlle- 
men andahalf! + 

Royal Musical Festival.—The surplus from the late 
festival in Westminster Abvey will excced, we are 
happy to learn, nine thousand pounas. 


Botanical Prize.—We have been favoured with the 
programme of the Sociélé Teylerienne of Haarlem, for 
the year 1834, containing the questions which’ they 
propose as subjects for a prize essay to be delivered on 
or before April 1, 1835. The programme alludes to an 
essay, “ On the Organisation of Plants,” by Professor 
Kieser, which received the prize of the society in 1812, 
and proggeds to say, that, in consequence of the great 
improvements since made in that part of Botanical 
Science, the society have become anxious for further 
information on the subject, and the repetition of some 
of Professor Kicser’s observations, with instruments 
superior to those which he used. The questions are 
as follows: “* What is the present state of our know- 
ledge, as regards the anatomy and physivlogy of plants? 
What progress has it made of late years, particplarly 
since the publication of M. Kieser’s memuvir in our 
transactions for 1814? Which of the cbservations, con- 
tained in this memoir, are to be considered imperfect 
or inconclusive, in consequence of the slight magnify- 
ing powers, or other imperfections of the glasses, used 
by M. Kieser? And, what do the late advances in 
vegetable physiology teach, respecting the functions 
exereised by the organs of plants?”—The prizo pro- 
posed is a gold medal, value 400 florins. All new ob- 
servations on the structure of plants, are to be accom- 
panied by drawings, and. the power and nature of the 
microscopes used ure particularly to be mentioned, in 
order that the society may be able at pleasure to repeat 
the observations. 

“ Henri Quatre.’—Waldie’s Library has now in 
course of publication, this interesting and admirable 
historical romance. It is a real gem; brilliant with 
the rays of genius; and peerless in the power of in- 
vention, the skill to depict character and the ability to 
portray nature. We have never read any composition 
of the kind with more satisfaction and delight. Itis a 
faultless, as well as a fascinating production. Here, 
you can detect no affectation of style—no forcing oi 
an incident—no cxtravagance of plot, or unnatura! po- 
sition ofeincident. It is a beautiful—a precious novel 
—one to which we may give the title of-—finished ; and 
one which will not readily be forgotten. It is of the 
Seott School—and will live as long as the most fasci- 
nating child of the Edirburgh bard. 


It is characterised by an all-pervading energy of 


thought; and a flashing coruscation of wii; so natural 

and so appropriate as to captivate the most critical 
reader. 

- 

No man ought to presume to write a Novel, who has 

not been blessed by vature, with the highest genius of 


= * * * * 





the epic order. If he finds his mind vacant—his ideas 


sterile—his invention defective—and his imagination 
vapid—so that he is compelled to string words together, 
instead of pouring out the overflowing torrent of a full 
conceiving soul—he is a stranger to the epic genius, 
who ought to forsake pen and ink for ever, and betake 
himself to the mending of old shoes, the stuffing of alli- 
gators, or the compounding of simples.—NVal. Banner. 


Men reason by rule and. by square, 

And by logic, which makes people stare so; 
Women reason from things as they are, 

But don’t care a fig why they are so. 


* John James M‘Gregor, author of a “ History of the 
French Revolution,” in several volumes, died recently 
at Ranelagh, near Dublin, in circumstances of dee 
distress. He also published, jointly with the Rev. P 
Fitzgerald, the “ History of the County of Limerick,” 
in 2 vols. 8vo:, and “Stories from the History of lre- 
land,” after the manner of Sir Walter Scott’s “ Tales 
ofa Grandfather.” 

A little paper, called the Green Room Companion, 
has been commenced in this city, devoted as its title 


themselves a fraternity of clever fellows. 


—— 
LONDON LITERARY NOVELTIES. 


Mr. Allan Cunningham announces Lives of the 
Poets, from Chaucer to Coleridge—a work of an inie- 
resting nature, as the labours of Johnson extend only 
from the days of Cowley to those of Gray, omitting 
many authors whod flourished within that period. The 
volumes will appear periodically, illustrated with 
portraits, . 

A translation of Andrienne’s Narrative of a Cap- 
tivity in the Fortress of Spielberg, from the pen of Mr. 
Roscoe. 

Mr. Sharon Turner is preparing a second volume of 
his Sacred History. 

—p—— 


List of New Books published in London to the 
latest dates. 


Jacob Faithful, by the author of “ Peter Simple,” &c., 
3 vols. post 8vo., Tacitus, from the Text of Brotler, 
with his explanatory notes (as edited by T. J. Valpy, 
M. A.,) translated into English, 3 vols. post 8vu. An 
Essay on the Archaiology of Popular English Phrases 
and Nursery Rhymes, by J. Bellenden Ker, Esq., 8vo, 
The Naval Officer’s Guide for Preparing Ships for Sea, 
by C. Martelli, post 8vo. The Angler in Ireland, or an 
Englishman’s Ramble through Connaught and Munster, 
during the summer of 1833, 2 vols., post 8vo. A Re- 
view of the Chandos Peerage Case, and of the Preten- 
sions of Sir Egerton Brydges, Bart. by G. F. Beitz, Esq. 
8vo. The Science of Legal Judgment, by James Raw, 
8vo. Panorama of Rome and its Environs, plain. 
View of the Origin and Migrations of the Polynesian 
Nation, by J. D. Lang, M.D. The Nervous System, 
Anatomical and Physivlogical, being the first volume 
of an Original System of Physiology, by Alexander 
Walker, 8vo. The Exiles of Chamounie, by C. Sillery, 
24ino. Two Lectures on Taste, by James Carter, 12mo. 
Notitie Luda, or Nutices of Louth, 8vo. The Fall of 
Man, and his Redemption, &c.,13mo0. The Book of 
Manners, or Parent’s Best Friend, 18mo, 


New American Qudlications. . 


Memoirs of the Life and Cerrespondence of Mrs. 
Hannah More. By William Roberts, Esq., author of 
“The Portraiture of a Christian Gentleman.” 2 vols. 
12mo. New York: Harpers. 

Henri Quatre, or the Days of the League: a novel, 
2 vols. 12mo0. New York: Harpers. : 

Nouvellettes of a Traveller; ot Odds and Ends from 
the knapsack of Thomas Singularity, journeyman prin- 
ter. Edited by Henry Junius Nott. 2 vols. 12mo. New 
York: Harpers. 1834. 

Eulogy on Lafayette. Delivered in Faneuil Hall, at 
the request of the Young Men of Boston, September 6, 
1834. By Edward Everett. 

A Philosophical and Practical Treatise on the Will. 
By Thomas C. Upham. Professor of Mental and Moral 
Philosophy in Bowdoin College. IL vol. 8v0. jp. 400. 
Portland: William Hyde. 1834. 

Travels in the Equatorial Regions of South Ame- 
rica in 1832. By Adrian K. Terry, M.D. 1 vol. 12mo, 
pp. 230. Hartford: Cook & Co. 1834. 

Notes Explanatory and Practical on the Acts of the 
Apostles, By Albert Barnes. 1 vol. 12mo. pp. 276. 

The Oasis. Edited by Mrs. Child. 1 vol., 12me, 
pp. 276. Beste»: Allen & Tieknor. 1834. 





purports, to dramatic subjects. Its conductors style 
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